
General Reopening FAQ 

Q: Does remote instruction count toward the 180-day, 900/990-hour state mandate? 
A: Yes. The Pennsylvania Department of Education has issued guidance for the 2020/2021 school year 
providing schools the flexibility to meet the day and hour requirements while using remote learning. 

Q: What are the District’s plans to reopen school? 
A: The Carlynton School District decided to open the school year in a remote setting for a minimum time of 
four and half weeks through September 24, 2020.  The earliest first day of face to face instruction will be 
September 28, 2020.  During the opening weeks, the District will continue to monitor local and regional 
conditions while maintaining contact with the Allegheny County Health Department.   

Q: How will remote learning look different from this past spring? 
A: The remote learning model in the 2020/2021 school year will look significantly different than this past 
spring.  Students at both the elementary and secondary level will have access to live instruction through 
video software, have access to recorded lessons and demonstrations, have access to online instructional 
material, and will have consumable materials at home such as workbooks to assist with the learning process.  
Synchronous and asynchronous instructional activities will allow for learning twenty-four hours a day.  

Q: What if I do not have a computer or internet connection at home for my child? 
A: The District purchased computers for all students.  Building principals will share specific distribution plans 
with families.  The District will continue to work with individual families who need assistance with internet 
accessibility.     

Q: What if my child is unable to log in during the day for live instruction? 
A: Students will have the opportunity to use recorded videos of Carlynton teachers delivering instruction 
along with other materials available to all students during the instructional day.  The District is pursuing 
creative options to provide students with support in the evening.   

Q: How will attendance be monitored? 
A: Attendance will be monitored using two points of reference.  Student attendance will be monitored 
through logging onto Google Classroom and attending live sessions online.  Additionally, attendance will be 
monitored through the submission of coursework.  This provides flexibility to students who are unable to 
access live instruction during the day, while holding students accountable for completed coursework aligned 
to the state standards.   

Q: What if my child does not complete coursework by assigned deadlines or is not logging on to the 
computer? 
A: District staff will reach out to families when students are not participating in remote learning exercises or 
turning in assignments by established due dates.  Students who do not log on or who do not complete 
assignments will be marked unlawfully absent from school and will not receive credit for coursework.  Failure 
to complete assignments or attend classes will have an impact on grades and promotion to the next grade 
level and could potentially lead to a School Attendance Improvement Plan.  

Q: While operating in the remote model, will instruction include live lessons? 
A: Yes. The teaching and learning will be a mix of synchronous, asynchronous, and independent, but lessons 
will be conducted live and streamed to students using video software on a daily basis. Recordings of the 
lessons will then be posted to the teacher’s Google Classroom so students can watch when it is convenient 
for them, making learning available twenty-four hours a day 



Q: How will GATE services be provided in the remote model? 
A: Our gifted teacher will remain focused on preparing students for enrichment competitions and will 
collaborate with classroom teachers to provide curricular based enrichment activities.  Our gifted teacher will 
attend some live classes and will be available during office hours to meet with small groups and individual 
students to provide services outlined in the GIEP.   

Q: How will services outlined in Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and 504 Service Agreements be 
delivered using remote instruction? 
A: Teachers will review all IEPs and 504 Service Agreements for students on their caseload to make sure all 
Specially Designed Instruction, accommodations, and related services are considered and met, where 
possible, during remote instruction.  IEP teams will reconvene to revise Specially Designed Instruction to 
determine which are appropriate and applicable for remote instruction.  504 teams will reconvene when 
necessary and adjust applicable services.  

Q: Will there be additional help for students who struggle in subjects such as reading or math? 
A: Yes. The District is working on plans to have staff available to support students who are struggling with 
content.  These services can be provided during and outside of regular school hours.   

Q. In the remote model, will meals be provided to all students? 
A: Yes. Meals will be available to all students. Details are forthcoming. 

Q: How will students who attend Parkway receive instruction? 
A: Parkway will provide remote instruction for Carlynton students attending the Parkway Career Center.  The 
District will monitor conditions during the opening weeks to make the determination of when students can 
return to face to face instruction.   

Q: How often will the District change models once face to face instruction resumes? 
A: Our model may need to change immediately in the event the District recognizes a surge in any of our 
buildings or requirements change at the county, state or federal level.  These decisions will be made using a 
variety of factors in consultation with medical professionals and the Allegheny County Health Department.  
Given the conditions, we will give families as much advance notice as possible, but recommend parents be 
prepared for childcare on short notice.  Our current operating model will be evaluated regularly and 
discussed at each school board meeting moving forward.  School board meetings are typically held twice a 
month. 

Q: What data will be considered after the District returns to face to face instruction to return to a more 
restrictive model such as hybrid or remote?  
A:  In addition to county, state or federal guidance, we will make decisions based on the needs of our 
students, staff members, families.  The Allegheny County Health Department is working to provide additional 
guidance to assist school districts with these decisions.   

Q: If children return to school in-person, will parents be required to conduct screenings at home?  
A: Yes. Procedures will be made available to parents/guardians to screen their child at home prior to 
boarding District transportation or reporting to school.  Temperature screenings will be conducted prior to 
students entering school buildings.   

Q: Will the District notify parents/guardians if their child was exposed to individual who tested positive to 
COVID-19?  
A: Yes.  Parents/guardians will be notified by phone and/or in written form if their child is exposed to an 



individual who tested positive to COVID-19.  These notifications will provide specific directions for families to 
follow to safely care for their child and return them school.   

Q: Can athletics and activities continue if the district is operating in the remote model when not required 
by the state? 
A: Yes. Athletics and Activities can continue as long as they are not suspended by the governing body like the 
PIAA or the WPIAL, by orders of the Health Departments, or the Governor’s office. Athletics and activities 
must follow the District’s approved Health and Safety Plan for Athletics and Activities.  The PIAA 

Q: What is the District's protocol should a student or staff member fall ill? 
A: If a student or staff member is exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 at school, the student or staff member 
will be escorted to the health office immediately for further evaluation.  The District will notify the Allegheny 
County Health Department for further guidance and begin conducting contact tracing if required.  If a child or 
staff members exhibit symptoms at home, the school should be contacted immediately.  Staff members will 
report this information to their direct supervisor and families must contact the school nurse.  In both cases, 
the District will contact the Allegheny County Health Department and follow their guidance regarding 
quarantine, contact tracing, and whether the District should change their model of instruction.  Families and 
staff members will be notified in the event exposure constitutes quarantine.   

Q: What if a student or staff member comes in contact with someone who later tests positive for COVID-
19? 
A: If there is a known COVID-19 case in a student or staff member’s household, the District must be notified 
immediately.  Staff members will contact their immediate supervisor and families must contact the school 
nurse. The District will take immediate action based on guidance from the Allegheny County Health 
Department. 


